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the   deliberate  intention  of making use  of   each
other;    and  in the   dismal comedy  of  chicanery
that followed and lasted almost to Henry's death,
this siege of Landrecy and that of St. Disier were
made the peg upon which countless reclamations
and recriminations were hung.   The Emperor was
ill, in dire need of money, and overwhelmed with
anxiety as to the attitude of the Lutheran princes
during the coming struggle.    His eyes were turned
towards Italy, and he   depended  much upon the
diversion that Henry's forces might effect by land
and sea;  and conscious that the campaign must
be prompt and rapid if he was to profit by it,
he   sent   one   of   his   most   trusted   lieutenants,
Ferrante  Gonzaga,  Viceroy of Sicily, to England
at the end of the year 1543 to settle with Henry
the  plan  of   the  campaign  to  be undertaken in
the spring.
His task was a difficult one; for Henry was
as determined to use Charles for his advantage
as Charles was to use him. After much dispute
it was agreed that Henry, as early in the summer
as possible, should lead his army of 35,000 foot
and 7000 horse to invade France from Calais,
whilst the imperial troops were to invade by
Lorraine, form a junction with the English on
the Somme, and push on towards Paris. Rapidity
was the very essence of such a plan; but Henry
would not promise celerity. He could not, he
said, transport all his men across the sea before
the ' end of June : the fact being that his own
secret intention all along was to conquer the
Boulognais country for himself, gain a free hand
in Scotland, and leave the Emperor to shift as he
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